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deference else due to his opinions. The one feature that characterizes 
this book of his is bitter hostility to McClellan, — an hostility which 
certainly is authorized by his reading of movements and events, but 
for which we can see no ground of undisputed fact. On the other 
hand, we have no doubt whatever of the patriotism and the strategic 
skill of McClellan ; whether he has the gifts of a great military leader 
seems to us an open question, which can be decided only when we 
know how far his plans and counsels have been circumscribed and 
thwarted by agencies beyond his control. 



25. — Intuitions and Summaries of Thought. By C. N. Bovee. In 
two volumes. Boston: William Veazie. 1862. 16mo. pp.241, 
245. 

This is a series of aphoristic writings, alphabetically arranged, on 
all classes of subjects that could interest a man both of books and of 
business, of thought and of action, and of varying length, from a single 
sentence to several pages. They are for the most part fresh and racy, 
indicating a mind that does its own work in its own way. The writer 
has his full share of originality, so far as the substance of thought is 
concerned ; but he especially excels in the art, or rather the spontane- 
ous faculty, (for such it seems with him,) of reproducing familiar 
thoughts in an entirely new and often an attractive form, so that what 
is trite as a street pebble is made by the setting to appear a rare gem. 
We have enjoyed the book, and deem it one of the best of its kind, 
while the kind is of the best, of the most suggestive and fructifying. 



26. — Memoirs of the Rev. Nicholas Murray, D. D. (Kirwan.) By 
Samuel Ireisleus Prime, Author of " Travels in Europe and the 
East," " The Power of Prayer," " The Old White Meeting-House," 
" Letters from Switzerland," &c, &c. New York : Harper and 
Brothers. 1862. 12mo. pp. 438. 

Dr. Murray was an Irish boy, educated as a Roman Catholic, and 
converted to Protestantism and to a vital interest in personal religion 
only after his immigration to this country and his apprenticeship in the 
printing establishment of the Harpers. This fact accounts for his zeal 
and activity as an anti-Romanist, and for the adaptation of his contro- 
versial works (issued under the pseudonyme of Kirwan) to the capacity 
and needs of his countrymen in America. He early developed traits 
of peculiar promise, and was encouraged by his religious friends to 
prepare for college, with a view to the Gospel ministry. He was 



